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National Organic Standards Board ¢/o Arthur Neil
Reom 40(3-South Building

1400 and Independence Avenue-SW

Washington, DC, 202350-0001

Dear NOSB Chairman J im Riddle,

Dwant to express full support for the recent Livestock Committee Pasture Requirement
recommendations.  Enforcement of true access to pasture is necessary so that all organic
ruminants receive a significant portion of their iotal feed intake from pasture. Lactadion
is not g “stage of production” during which dairy cows may be denied pasture for
prazing!

I further support these additional recommendations:

1. “Pasture” should be defined s (2) land managed to maintain or Improve soil,
water, and vegetative resonrces and (b) to provide maximum feed value by
growing suitable grasses and other forages from which animals graze plan

-material still connected to its roots.

Organic dairy animals, from 12 months of age and up, must consume no less
than 30% of their daily dry matter intake from pasture for a minimam of 120
calendar days per year, with a maximum stockine rate of three lactating dairy
COWS per acre,

=

Farms not in compliance with the above should be allowed one vear to come
inte compliance but will need to file an updated and enforcesble farm plan,
providing for adeguate pastugre,
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[ urge the NOSB 10 wlopt the Livestock Committee Pastire Recommendation and add the
abive speciflcity, making true aceess lo pasture a reality on all organic dairy farms.




ACTION ALERT! ACT NOW!
Say YLES to Pasture for Organic Cows/
- The Problem

On January 10, 2005, The Cornucopia institute filed a formal complaint with the USDA’s
Mational Organic Program regarding standards for organic dairy production. At issue is

whether it’s lepal to confine cows in a factory-farm setting, v wthcut access 1o ;J.::mure. and

stili label mzlk and dairy products as organic.

"it is our contention,” savs Mctrk Raz-lei of Cornucopia, “that vou cannot milk ’?U{?ﬂ——éﬁf i
cows and offer them tiue access to pasture as required by the Organic Foods Produchion
Act of 19907 The OFPA is the basis of the USDA’s organic standards.

The Facis

Pasture, or grazing, is the cornerstone of organic dairy farming. Grazing protects the seil,
creates wildlife habitat, and makes an ideal and all-natural water-filtration system.

Evidence suggests that milk from pastured cows is heaithier than that confiped-cow milk.
The Danish Instirute of Agricultural Research recently reported that organic milk is high
in omega-3 fatty acids, and nearly 300% higher in antioxidants than conventional malk.

The Solution

Farlier thig vear, the National Organic Standards Board (NOSB) created a draft "guidance
document™ on pasture access for orzanic dairy farms. This decument set minimam
“benchraarks™ that organic dairy farms should meet for the pasture requirement. That
document is now up for public input through May 20 and we neéd te floed the
N{SB with comments to let them know that ves, srganic shoppers do want o bave
minimuwm pasture benchmarks thaf are {o be met by o organic dairy eperatiens.

What You Can Do

i, Please share this information with vour circle of friends and colleagues.

Csample letter is on the back of this page. Personally wnitten
SILErs Wil carry more weight than form letfers, but form letiers are better than none!

Adal] letters s

MNational Organic Standards Boasd ofo Arthay Neid
Room 4608-South Building

FdiH) and Iudependence Avenue-5W

Washington, DC, Z0256-0001




